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To the REVEREND 


Mr. JOHN HURRION, 


AND. 


Mr: ROBERT VRIGHT, 


Together with the 


If eſpectiye Chun CHES they ats 
called to watch oyer in the Logp, 


he two following SERMONS are humbly 


offered, ſince at their Deſire they are now | 
publiſhed, * their | [ 


; affettionate Brother and 


humble Servant, 
7 25: 37244 


MaTTHEW CLARK. 


| bans e ee ME wo STM 
Study to Jhew thy Jelf approved unte 
God, a workman, that needeth not to 
be aſhamed, righily drouding the word 
"_ FF na 


MAKE no apology for the choice of 

i this ſubject ; only wiſh, at the conclu- 
ſion, you may not think the management 
of it ſtands in need of one. The text 
is ſuited to the occaſion, if the diſcourſe 

daoes but anſwer the text; and whilſt I 
am endeavouring to ſhew what it is to divide the word 
9 J do not my ſelf, in the performance, handle it 
Me are now met together to pray for a bleſſing 
upon the miniſtry of our worthy. and beloved bro - 
ther *, called under the fad diſpenſation upon this 


— — — en — 
Us id * ” * a 1 3 * K . % 1 — 4 .” & 2+ * . « _ p ; . 
£ : 
* 


"gh Chur 
N. N , ” N 5 — — 
8 : , 


— 


8 1 * * * by 
1 5 « . 


| 
; 
4 
| 
f 
| 
: 
j 


Church, to watch over you in the Lord; being ſen- 


| from their work by death, and others to enter upon 
their labours: but here is a ſucceſſor before a demiſe, 
in the life time of your miniſter, the neceſſity of the 


his miniſterial office; and there rag jon little pro- 
ſpect he ſhould ever be reſtored to his 


melancholy, but not altogether without its bright ſide : 
your miniſter it is true is ſmitten, but not unto death; 
Church not divided and rent in pieces, but happily 


out before you, under whoſe miniſtry you may expect 
to find paſture for your ſouls, ' 7 i 


2 change (ſhall I call it a tranſlation?) what can be 


one may help on, and aſſi 


fo far from taking upon me to be a dictator to ary, that 


while I endeavour to ſtate, what T apprehend to. be of 
great concernment, . the right dividing the word of 
truth, which, I ſhall attempt in the opening this a- 


(6) 


ſible, whoever; plants, and whoever waters, the increaſe 
of all muſt come from God. 


> for paſtors to be called off 


It is no uncommon thing 


caſe ſo requiring, he having been for many months 
rendred altogether uncapable of performing any part of 


former uſe- 
ulneſs. 


The providence you are under is indeed dark and 


this leaves room for faith and prayer: you are a 


united among your ſelves, and now comfortably pro- 
vided for, and ſettled again; having one to go in and 


Here is another miniſter to feed this people; and an- 
other people for this miniſter to feed; and upon ſuch 


more agreeable and becoming, than humbly to implore 

the divine bleſſing both upon miniſter and people, now 

entred into this new relation one to another? With 

prayer it has been thought proper to join the word, that 
t 


e other; this province, 
at your deſire, I have engaged in; wherein I ſhall be 


J ſhall not pretend to be ſo much as an inſtructor to 
many of you; 17 ſince you have called me to this 
ſervice, you will allow me to be your remembrancer, 


poſtolical exhortation to Timothy ; ſinay to ſhew thy ſelf 
approved unto God, &c. From whence I obſerve, 5 
5 r 
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Obſ. 1. That the Goſpel is the word of truth. That 
8 this is a periphraſis of the Goſpel none can doubt; if 
ny could, that pallage of the ſame Apoſtle would ſoon. 

ſatisfy them, Eph. i. 13. After that ye heard the word of 
truth, the goſpel of jour ſalvation. An high encomium 

of the glorious Goſpel, wherein there are two things, 

that more eſpecially recommend it to us; the goodneſs of 
it, it is the Goſpel of our ſalvation; and the certainty 
of it, it is the word of truth. It brings glad tidings 
of great joy to a loſt world, and makes the nobleſt diſ- 
coveries to creatures, benighted and involved in the 
| thickeſt darkneſs '; and to our comfort, the news it 
brings is as true as it is good; and the diſcoveries it 
makes are no leſs certain, than they are glorious. 
The Goſpel teaches us the greateſt truths, that 
ever were, or ever will be delivered to man. It hath 
nothing in it that is mean and trifling, but eontains 
things of the utmoſt importance in themſelves, and 
which it nearly concerns us to know and believe. And 
it propounds nothing to be believed by us, but what 
is truth, it being really all that it pretends to be; the 
word of him that is truth itſelf. It is no human ar- 
tiſice, nor a cunningly deviſed fable of any man, or 

ſet of men whatſoever; but theſe are the true ſayin 
of God. The Apoſtles boldly aſſerted this, and al- 
ways ſtood to it, We have not followed cunningly deviſed 
fables, 8c. propheſy of old time came not by the will of 
F God, ſpake as they were moved by 


man, but holy men of 
the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. i. 16,21. No man had wiſd om 
3 3 to deviſe it, how knowing ſoever he might be 
in other reſpects; it far tranſcended the utmoſt of his 
capacity to make ſuch diſcoveries, as we meet with in 
the Goſpel. Beſides, were he ever ſo able, it could 
not come by the will of man; not of a bad man, 
becauſe the whole ſyſtem is one continued oppoſition 
to his on luſts; not of a good man, for ſuch a for- 
gery would be a downright contradiction to his cha- 
rater. It muſt then come from God: and as it is a 
—_— —_ =. 8 
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offible thing for him to make ſuch a revelation, it i; 
ighly reaſonable to ſuppoſe (all things conſidered) he 
8 1 do ſo; and that indeed he hath done ſo, 
It has moreover all the evidences, {which can req 
- Þonably be defired that it is indeed from God. It hath 
been confirmed by the moſt unqueſtionable and ſurpriz. 
ing miracles; which were all well atteſted, being done 
openly in the face of the fun, and the view of all, for 
truth ſeeks no corners. Theſe were numerous, and 
well adjuſted,” to ferve ſome neceſſary and valuable end, 
either as a juſt puniſhment of ſome mens wilful impe- 
nitency, or vile and diſguiſed hypocriſie, Mauth. vii, 
32. Atts v. 5, Which yet were but rare, they being 
_ ſuch as were uſeful and beneficial to man- 
I 


nd. Whereas the ſtories of others feats, and parti- 


cularly of Appollbius Tyanens, the Pythagore m wanderer, 
Sk foe weeds at Jeaſt equal — and ſet 
up as his rival, were no better than the ludicrous or 
impious pranks of a crafty magician, if they had in- 
deed any thing in them at all. „ 
But above all, this word has all internal tokens and 
characters of divinity. What ever had fuch an appear- 
ance of truth ? ſuch impreſſions of beauty, wiſdom 
and majeſty ? did any thing ever make ſuch diſcoveries, 
or gain ſuch conqueſts ? what was ever fo much op- 
poſed, and yet ſo much ſucceeded?! we conclude then, 
that this is nothing leſs than the product of God's 
counſel and wiſdom. It is called the everlaſting _ 
and well it may, for it comes from the everlaſting 
of truth. | FRF ELF 0 of 5 
It is therefore to be feared, that they who deſpiſe the 
facred Scriptures, decry and run down the Golpel as 
folly and impoſture; which not only ſome men of learning 
have done, but now a- days, affecting to be thought faſhi- 
onable, and men of ſenſe, even ſome of the meaner and more 
inferior ſort of perſons take upon them to do, and laugh 
at thoſe for fools, that believe their Bibles; it is to be 
. | . TINS ___ kared, 
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God ; and if God be its author, we are ſure it is a word 
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feared, I ſay, that either they don't read them at all; 
or if they do, it is under a ſtrong biaſs the wrong way, 
and they would be thought not to believe them to be 


true, only becauſe they would not have them 5 
$ 


ſo; for if they are, woe'to ſuch wretched ſceptic 
111 ²—¹L! . ²— 2 
This thencis the glory of the Goſpel; it is a word 
of truth, and of all others, they that preach it, are con- 
cerned to believe it to be ſo, leſt while they proclaim 
it to the world as heralds, they ſhould be no better than 


 hawkers, that cry news about the ſtreets, to whom it 
is all one whether it be true or falſe, ſo they can but 


make their advantage of it. 


Obſ. 2. This word of truth is to be divided, and con- 


ſequently there. ruſt be ſame,..whoſe more immedliat e and 


proper Work it is to do it; ſtudy to ſhew thy ſelf a workman, 


rightly <q the word. It muſt be divided ; there is 
a neceſſity of it; the people need it, and have always 


done ſo. It ſhould be explained, confirmed and appli- 


ed, that is, divided. The Apoſtle ſuppoſes this, and 
takes it for granted; and as there is need it ſhould be 
divided, God calls and employs. ſome men more eſpe- 
cially. in the doing of it; upon whom he beſtows ne- 
ceſſary gifts and graces ſeverally as he pleaſes to fur- 
niſh them for this work. Study, fays the Apoſtle to 
Timothy, herein to ſhew. thy ſelf a worlenan; it is thy 


niſtry, to divide the word. 


work and buſineſs, as it is of all others put into the mi- 


z 
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| "one 
It ſhould be the care and endeavour, as it is the duty 
of thoſe that divide the word, to do it aright. Study 


to ſhew thy ſelf a workman, &c. rightly dividing the word 


"of rruth.' In ſpeaking to this, I ſhall endeavour, 


I. To ſhew what it is to divide the word aright. 
II. The reaſons there are for doing ſo. 


F * — — 


| ole | B f 5 III. Apply 


a T word of truth ought 10 be rightly doided 


\ 


is | 


poſſible thing for him to make ſuch a revelation, it is 


ighly reaſonable to ſuppoſe (all „ he 


world do ſo; and that indeed he hath done fo. 
It has moreover all the evidences, {which can rea 
- Tonably be defired that it is indeed from God. It hath 
been confirmed by the moſt unqueſtionable and ſurpriz. 
Ing miracles; which were all well atteſted, being done 
openly in the face of the fun, and the view of all, for 
truth ſeeks no corners. Theſe were numerous, and 
well adjuſted,” to ſerve ſome neceſſary and valuable end, 
either as a juſt puniſhment of ſome mens' wilful impe- 
nitency, or vile and diſguiſed hypocriſie, Matth. vii, 
32. Acts v. 5. Which yet were but rare, they being 
1 ſuch as were uſeful and beneficial to man- 
| kind. . Whereas the ſtories of others feats, and parti- 
cularly of Appollonius Tyanens, the Pythagorean wanderer, 
whom ſome would at leaſt equal with Chriſt, and ſet 


pious pranks of a crafty magician, if they had in- 
dad . them ot - ee 95 1 
But above all, this word has all internal tokens and 
characters of divinity. What ever had ſuch an appear- 
ance of truth ? ſuch impreſſions of beauty, wiſdom 
and . majeſty + did any thing ever make ſuch difcoveries, 
or gain ſuch conqueſts ? What was ever fo much op- 
poſed, and yet ſo much ſucceeded? we conclude then, 
that this is nothing leſs than the product of God's 


counſel and wiſdom. It is called the everlaſting Goſpel; 


and well it may, for it comes from the everlaſting 
God; and if God be its author, we are ſure it is a word 
J4JJ.;b TT Wo I OPTIO”: 
It is therefore to be feared, that they who deſpiſe the 
facred Scriprures, decry and run down the Goſpel as 


folly and impoſture ; which not only ſome men of learning 


have done, but now a-days, e. to be thought faſhi- 
onable, and men of ſenſe, even ſome of the meaner and more 
inferior ſort of perſons take upon them to do, and laugh 
at thoſe for fools, that believe their Bibles; it is to be 
| | . . 1 tay 
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up as his rival, were no better than the ludicrous or 


es 


feared, I ſay, that cither they don't read them at all; 


or if they do, it is under a ſtrong biaſs the wrong way. 
and they would be thought not to believe them to be 


true, only becauſe they would not have them to be 
ſo; for if they are, Woe to fuch wretched ſcepticks 
and unbeliever s. | r | 


This thencis the glory of the Goſpel; it is a word 
of truth, and of all others, they that preach it, are con- 
cerned to believe it to be ſo, leſt while they proclaim 
it to the world as heralds, they ſhould be no better than 


_ hawhkers; that cry news about the ſtreets, to whom it 
2 a . - 4 : „ 
is all one whether it be true or falſe, ſo they can but 
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make their advantage of it. 


Obſ. 2. This word of truth is to be divided, and con- 
ſequently there muſt be ſame,..whoſe more immediate and 


proper work it is to do it; ſtudy to bew t hy ſelf a workman 


rightly aa the word. It muſt be divided; there is 


a neceſſity of it; the people need it, and have always 


done ſo. It ſhould be explained, confirmed and appli- 


ed, that is, divided. The Apoſtle ſuppoſes this, and 


takes it for granted; and as there is need it ſhould be 


divided, God calls and employs ſome men more eſpe- 


cially in the doing of it; upon whom he beſtows ne- 

ceſſary gifts and graces ſeverally as he pleaſes to fur- 
niſh them for this work. Study, ſays the Apoſtle to 
Timothy, herein to ſhew thy ſelf a worlenan; it is thy 
work and buſineſs, as it is of all others put into the mi- 


2 


niſtry, to divide the word. 


Obſ. 3. This word of truth ought to be rightly divided. 
It ſhould be the care and endeavour, as it is the duty 
of thoſe that divide the word, to do it «right Study 
to ſhew thy ſelf a workman, &c. right) dividing the word 
"of truth. In ſpeaking to this, I ſhall endeavour, 


I. To ſhew what it is to divide the word aright. 
II. The reaſons there are for doing ſo. 


a * —— — 


8 B Mu. Apply 


* 


(10) | 
III. Apply it in a few things to miniſters and 
"peoples | + ever rot 


Firſt, We are to ſhew what it is to divide the word 
aright. Miniſters are workmen; as ſuch they have a 
work to do; and that is, to divide and handle the 
word, to diſtribute the bread of life, to diſpenſe the 
Goſpel. This being their work, it is their concern to 
do it well, ſtrictly according to the original, * cutting 
the word aright. This as moſt think, is a metaphor 

taken from ſacrifices, in which the prieſts that cut the 
beaſt up, did, or ſhould accurately diſtinguiſh between 
the parts offered to God, and thoſe that belonged to 
themſelves, or to the perſons that brought the offer- 
ing, that every one might have their 2 ſhare; or 
thus, the prieſts were to take care in dividing the ſacri- 
ices which were laid on God's altar, to cut off and 
lay aſide thoſe parts which were not to be offered, and 
to ſever them from thoſe that were. Some have thought 
this is taken from parents, and fathers of a fami- 
ly, or ſtewards and maſters of an houſhold, who 
diftribure food to every one under their cate, and cut 
it out as they need, knowing, that which is too much 
for one, ne hardly be enough for another. Many 
thoughts and debates there are about this matter, when 
it is applied to preaching. I ſhall freely give you my 
own thereon, and endeavour impartially to ſtate what 
-/ is right preaching, or dividing the word 
n „ . 
4 ; conceive, a regard is here to be had to the word it 
elf, to the perſons concern'd therein, to the times and 
ſeaſons in which it is diſpenſed, and alſo to the manner 
of handling it; and if fo, then rightly to divide the 
I0 give every text its true and genuine ſenſe ; every 
truth its due weight, and every perſon their proper 
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portion, and to ſuit the word to its particular ſeaſon; 


and laſtly, to handle it in a way that becomes it. 

I. To divide the word aright, is to give every text 
its ſtrict and proper meaning, ſo far as we have light 
into the mind of the Holy Ghoſt, and do our ſelves 
underftandit. Our buſineſs is not to contrive and in- 
vent a new Goſpel, but to open and unfold that which 
we have. We are here, it muſt be confeſſed, in an im- 
perfect ſtate, and at the belt ſee but darkly, and know 
but in part; it becomes us therefore to be cautious and 
modeſt in our deciſions, ſince after all our ſearch and 
enquiry, it is poſſible we may not hit upon the true 
ſenſe. of ſome obſcure and difficult texts of Scripture ; 
but 8 one part of handling the word is interpreta- 
| d giving the ſenſe of Scripture, we ought, up- 
on a diligent enquiry, and after having well conſidered 
the context and coherence, the ſcope and deſign of the 
place, and compared ore 2 with another, ac- 
cording to the beft 'of our knowledge, give every 
text its proper ſenſe and meaning. Alluſions may be, 


and often are made; but to interpret Scripture merely 


by the ſound of words, is playing with our bibles, 
and triffing in the preacher, and ſerves only to impoſe 


upon the people, as it induces them to think the text 


ſpeaks, what it never intended. What we offer from 


a particular portion of Scripture, ſhould come freely 


in, and not be forced into the ſervice. It ſhould not 
only be true in itſelf, but the truth of the place; not 
only good fruit, but the fruit Which grows upon that 
tree. This is keeping cloſe to a text, and handling the 
r On. 
II. Rightly to divide the word, is to give every 


truth its due weight, fo that no neceſſary things, ad 


profitable to be known, are . wholly omitted, and yet 


the more effential and important truths are chiefly at- 


tended to and regarded. 


_ To divide the word aright, is to take care that no 


neceffary truth be wholly neglected and paſfed over. 


edel Pau ws nor on at Fe, bur tac 


. yea 
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Vears in all, Acts xx. 31» and yet at Parting, he tells 


the elders, and appeals to them for the truth of it; 
That he kept nothing back-that was profitable for them; nor 
had ſhunned to declare unto them, the whole counſel of God, 


Acts xx. 20, 27. It cannot ſure be called dividing the 


Word aright, when ſome things neceſſary to be known, 
and uſeful in their Kind are hardly ever inſiſted on in 
the whole courſe of our miniſtry. A faithful preacher 
would with- hold nothing from thoſe committed to his 


charge, which belongs to their edification, but declare 
the whole counſel of God, and, at times, ſpeak to every 
ne 5 


truth as near as he can, and ſo far as he hath 

We often hear of Goſpel preaching, and true Goſpel 
preachers; but with ſome perſons, this is only preach- 
ing one part of the word, wherein if you diſcharge 


ef ſelves well, you will not fail of their good opinion; 


but ſhould you take in the whole compaſs of the Goſ- 


pel, change your voice, and preſs the duties of religi- 
on, as well as preach its doctrines, there is ſome danger 


this ſhould be pronounced, preaching works, and that by 


which they can't edify. I wiſh there was no cauſe for any 


| complaint upon this account; you'll bear withs me 


when I expreſs my fears, leſt among ſome of us there 
is too much a fault in this matter. Would to God 
all the miniſters of Chriſt were more led into the ſtudy, 
knowledge and preaching of Chriſt, and did determine 
as the Apoſtle Paul did among the Corinthians, not to 
know any thing, ſo much as, to know nothing com- 
pared with Chriſt and him crucified. - Evangelical, 
Goſpel preachers, truly ſo, are ſure the beſt preachers, 
and moſt likely to dò good to the ſouls of men. But 
then the queſtion is, who are theſe Goſpel preachers? 
and what 1 preaching is ? There is a legal way 
of preaching the Goſpel; and my. friends, there is an 
evangelical way of preaching the law, He is the true 


| Goſpel preacher, and divides the word aright, that takes 


in the whole counſel of God, law and goſpel, grace 


and duty, doctrine and practice, faith and repentance, 


chat tels men what, Chriſt, hath done and ſuffered 


in 
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in order to their ſalvation; and then, what he requires 7 
of them, and promiſes to them on their parts in order, 
to it. I have my, ſelf been told by ſome, that if per- 
ſons would hear diſcourſes of faith and grace, they 
muſt worſhip in places of ſuch a denomination ; if they 
deſire to hear a diſcourſe of works and morality, they 
muſt repair to ſuch a place of worſhip ; but I don't; 
know, why both theſe may not be heard in one and 
the ſame place, ſure I am, they ſhould, and I hope 
they „ bl . +, Fc, 1 
Ihe law 1s of uſe in the hand of the ſpirit, to give 
men the knowledge and a conviction of ſin. This 
having made the wound, or diſcovered it, the Goſpel 
reveals a Saviour, and propounds the remedy. The one 
makes men ſinners of ſenſe, and the other, of hope. The 
awful thunders of the law, may be of ſervice to a- 
waken ſecure ſinners, as the great and precious promiſes 
of the Goſpel are deſigned to relieve and comfort the 
/// / ar eps. 
Grace and duty, faith, repentance and works, are all 
neceſſary in their place. The Apoſtles preaching turn- 
ed upon theſe two grand points, repentance rowards God, 
and faith toward our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Acts xx. 21. 
And having brought men to repent and believe, he will 
have this conſtantly affirmed, that they be careful to main» 
tain good works, Tit. ii. 8. We are not always to in- 
{iſt only on one of theſe, that we ſhould hardly ever 
hear from ſome any thing but faith, or from others 
any thing but works; both have their uſe in religion, 
and ought to have a place in our miniſt 7. 


Doctrines and practice will alſo have their place, ij 


we handle the word aright. Men are to be told what 
they are to believe, and what they are to do. For 
this purpoſe the doctrines of Chriſtianity are to be ex- 


2 and cleared up, proved and vindicated, that per 


ns may have juſt notions in religion; but then, le 
they ſhould be mere nationaliſts, the duties of refgion 5 
are to be built upon theſe, and warmly preſſed from 


B 


them, Tie all of theorgns aod principley 1s pricey 


2 
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We ſhould be careful to lay a good foundation in doc? 
trinal truths, that moral duties may be urged upon right 
principles, and by the ſtrongeſt and moſt forcible ar- 
guments, elſe our exhortations thereunto will be weak 
and enervous; and how earneſt ſoever we may be in 
them, there will ever be more noife than ſubſtance ; bur 
having laid this foundation in doctrinal truths, we may 
hope ſucceſsfully to build thereon in a practical appli- 


cation. This, we may obſerve, was the Apoſtle's me- 
thod in almoſt all his epiſtles; he . — andles. the 


great and ſubſtantial doctrines of Chriſtianity, and then 
improves them in exhortations to practical godlineſs. 
This is to divide the word aright, to give every 
truth its place, and keep back nothing that is profita- 
Ble, but fo far as we know, to declare the whole counſel 


of God. But then, though nothing that's neceſſary 


0 be known ſhould be entirely ſuppreſſed, yet 
The more eſſential and important truths, are prin- 
cipally to be attended to, and inſiſted on, Every thing 


iu Chriſtianity is precious and excellent; but ſome 


things are of greater excellency, and more extenſive 
uſefulneſs than others, and ought rherefore principally 


to be regarded; ſuch as moſt immediately tend to the 
renewing our natures; the bettering our minds and 
manners; are reducible to practice; that refer more di- 
rectly to our laſt end; are eſſential to our "ng com- 


fort, and future happineſs; theſe and the like are things 
we ought to be taken up in the daily ufe o. 


Some things are preached in order to others; they : 


make way for, and are introduQive to them 

Some are external only, and circumſtantial, and com- 
paratively of far leſs moment than many others. It is 
Laſy to * in ſuch caſes Where the ſtreſs is to be laid. 


om of God doth not conſiſt in meat, drink, 


„ 
Theſe onght you not to have left undone; but then there are 
other things, which you ought more eſpecially to have 
regarded, the much weightier matters of the Goſpel, 
Then we are to preach Chriſt ; make him the alpha and 
omega of our miniſtry, - His name ſhould triumph in 
all our ſermons, ſince he is the way, the truth, and the 


| life; and there is no other name under heaven by which 


we can be ſaved. It was the Apoſtle's reſolution to preach 
Chriſt among the Corinthians, and nothing but Chriſty 
or however nothing ſo much as Chriſt, nothing com- 
red with him, nothing but what was derived from 
him, or might be reduced to him, and as Chriſt ſo him 
crucified; he was not aſhamed of his Croſs, but gloried 
in it. His life, death, reſurrection and interceſſion; 
the things he has done, ſuffered and purchaſed; theſe 
were the great ſubject of his diſcourſes, We preach not 
our ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lorl. Fs 
To which ſucceeds the work of the ſpirit and the 
grace of God, in making an effectual application of 
Chriſt, and his aqua benefits to the fouls of men, 
which leads to the great doctrines of faith, repentance, 
the divine birth, the new creature, effectual calling, 
fanRification and holineſs, as things without which no 
man can be ſaved; here ſhould our zeal chiefly ſpend it 
ſelf. And thus to lay the ſtreſs where it ought to be 
laid; is to divide the word arighngg e. 
III. To divide the word aright, is to Nr 
ſon their proper portion, cutting out the word of 
truth ſo prudently, that as near as may be, none may 
have any juſt cauſe to complain they are neglected in 
Shis. daily miniſtrt ies. 
The general diviſion of perſons is into righteous and 
wicked, ſaints and finners, and a due regard is to be had 
to each of theſe, ſpeaking terror to,whom terror, and 
comfort to whom comfort belongs. We are not al- 
ways to preach as if we had none but converted perſons 
in our aſſemblies, and ſuch as in our Saviour's ſenſe need 
no repentance; nor on the other hand; as if there were 
non but did need it. Some are Chriſt's ſueep, but nor 


Pet 


* 
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yet gathered into his fold. Regard is to be had to theſs 
that they may be brought in; and in order to it, among 
theſe, of ſome we are to have compaſſion, making a 
difference; others are to be faved with fear, plucking 
them out of the fire, awaken their' conſciences by the 
terrors of the law, and then allure them by the pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel. Shew them their ſin, ſet before 
them their duty, warn them of their danger, and 
beſeech them to fly from-the wrath 'to come, and to be 
reconciled to God; in a word, knowing the terror of 
ſuade, and even compel them to come inn 

And as theſe are to be brought in, others are to be 


the Lord, and conſtrained by his“ love, intreat, per- 
+ 30) nr 


_ edified and built ups And here it is the miniſter's wiſe 


dom well to conſider, what the condition of his hearers 
requires, and their capacities will allow; that he may 
diſtribute the bread of life accordingly, and ſo accom- 
modate himſelf to the ſtate: of his hearers, that each 

one may have their portion. Theſe are of ſeveral ranks, 
and under very different circumſtances. The Apoſtle 
John ſpeaks of little children, young men, and fathers ; 
and he writes to them all, he has ſomething to ſay to 
:each of them, I John TR I2, 13. Some are weak and 


ignorant like babes and children, theſe mult be fed with 


milk; plain and obvious truths, like that food, which 
is eaſy of digeſtion. - I have, ſays the Apoſtle, to thefe 
Corinthians, fed you with milk; and not with meat, for hi- 


therto ye were not able to bear it, nor Jet are you able, 1 Cor. 


ii. 2. Others are ſtrong, and theſe ſhould be fed with 
meat, more ſolid and ſubſtantial food, that they may 
be carried on to perfection, and gradually trained up to 
a greater and more extenſive . 0 of light and under- 
ſtanding in the things of God. Strong meat belongs to 


them that are of full age, Heb. v. 14. Tho' it ſhould 


be far from us to neglect the plain and eaſy leſſons of 
morality, yet we are not wholly to content our ſelves 
with theſe, but in diſpenſing the word, we are to give 
the greateſt diligence to attend unto the more ſublime 
and glorious myſteries of the Goſpel; the perſon, offices 
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God, and our own obedience are moſt eminently 


Of 


and Brace of ] eſus Chriſt, as thoſe wherein the glory 
concerned. From plain and eaſy things, we ſhould 


proceed to thoſe that are more mature, and fit for Chri- 
Fans of ariper age, Heb. vi. 1. 
Again, ſome are fluctuating and unſtable ; theſe wa- 


* vering ſouls are to be ſettled and eſtabliſhed ; ſome wan- 


der and go aſtray 3 thoſe are to be reduced and brought 
back again. The flothful and dull of hearing are to 
be ſtirred up and quickened to their duty, by the words 
of the maſters of aſſemblies, which are that to the ſouls 
of men, which goads are to the ſluggiſh animal. The 
backſliders and ſecure are to be threatened, that they 
may be awakened out of their ſlumber, being told 
they ſhall be filled with their own ways; if they live 
after the fleſh they ſhall die; let them therefore con- 


| ſider whence they are fallen, repent and do their farſt 
„ M rr n 
Some, again are bruiſed reeds and ſmoaking flax; 


diſconſolate ſouls, caſt down and diſquieted; weary and 
heavy laden, under a ſenſe of guilt and ſorrow ; they 
are tempted or deſerted; to theſe weary ſouls a word 


is to be dpoke that is ſuited to their caſe, which tends ' * 


to reſolve their doubts, and comfort them under all 
their ſorrows. On the other hand, ſome joy in the 
Lord, and are filled with the conſolations of God; 
theſe are to be cautioned againſt high-mindedneſs, and 

Thus to ſpeak to all parts of the word, and all forts 
of perſons, doctrines, precepts, a threatnings, 

for conviction and comfort, to ſaints and ſinners, weak 


| bid to rejoice with trembling.  * 


and ſtrong, giving every one their portion, as their ca- 


pacities will allow, and their circumſtances require, 
this is to divide the word aright re. 
IV. To handle the word rightly, is, to deliver the 


"truths thereof in their proper time and ſeaſon. God 


hath made every thing beautiful in its time; and to eve- 
ry thing there is a ſeaſon. Cold is ſeaſonable in Win- 
ter, as heat is in ſummer; and either of theſe in any 
c ab Raby 7." = 
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conſiderable degree in the different times we reckon 


unſeaſonable, as ſnow in ſummer, and rain in harveſt, 
Prov. xxvi. 1. F; „ 

Some truths are never out of ſeaſon, but ſome things 
are more proper for one ſeaſon than another. Every 


truth is not fit for every time, nor will it ſuit all occa- 
ſions. Now that is rightly ſpoke, that 1s ſeaſonably ſpoke. 
Many a good word cemes ſhort of doing the good it 


might have done for want of being well timed; whereas 


a word in ſeaſon how good is it? Prov. xv. 23. How 
much good does it do? counſel or comfort given in 
the fit time is highly acceptable and uſeful. © There are 
many things good in themfelves, but as Huſbai ſaid of 
Achitophel's counſel, they are not fo good at ſuch a time, 


or ſealon; but 4 word firly ſpoken,upon its wheels, that runs 


ſmoothly, hits the caſe, the time, the occaſion and cir= | 
cumſtances of perſons and things, is -like apples of gold 


in pictures of ſilver, as pleaſing to the ear, as they were 
to the eye, Prov. xxv. 11. To give times and ſeaſons 


unto eſpecial truths and doctrines, is committed to his 
| prudence, who is called to feed the Church of God. 


Who then is that faithful and wiſe ſervant, whom his Lord 
hath made ruler over his houſhold, to give them their meat 
in due ſeaſon ? Matth. xxiv. 45. He muſt have the 
tongue of the learned that knows how to ſpeak, a word in 


ſeaſon to him that is weary. For the matter of it, what 
ſuits the caſe, and for the ſeaſon of it, when it is proper 
J 4-14; . 
To handle then the word aright, is to bring out of 
the treaſure of Scripture thoſe things that ſuit the 


preſent age in general, or any perſon's caſe in parti- 
cular. e eee ee 


A reſpect herein is to be had to the preſent age, and 


ſo the errors of the day are to be confuted, and the 


preſent truths, ſuch as are more eſpecially ſtruck at, are 


to be contended for and vindicated. To declaim againſt 
old error and antiquated hereſies, long ſince buried in 
the grave of ſilence, is to fight with ghoſts, and chal- 
lenge the dead. This is to amuſe and confound people 
woot res 2 a 
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with things they would elſe never have heard of, and 


better it would be they never had. | 
| The fins alſo of the preſent times are to be expoſed 


and reproved. There are ſome things ſeaſonable in ſuch 


a particular juncture, to ſuch places and perſons. The 
Apoſtle Paul ſhewed his great wiſdom in obſerving. 
this rule. Athens was a city wholly given to idolatry 
and ſuperſtition ; you might as eaſily find an idol as a 
man, py they were full of idols. The Apoſtle coming 
amongſt them ſuits his diſcourſe to the place and peo- 


ple; I perceive, ſays he, that in all things ou are too ſas 
perſtitious; and ſince they had an altar to the unknown 
{ God, hom they iguorantly worſhip, he ould declare unto 


them, God that made the world and all things therein, ſee- 
ing he is Lord of heaven and earth, dvelleth not in temples 
made with hands, neither is worſhipped with mens hands: 
We ought not to think the Godhead is like to gold and ſilver, 


or ſtone graven by art and man's device; with much more 
to this purpoſe, than which nothing could be more 
ſeaſonable, conſidering the place where, and the people 

among whom he was at this time, Acts xvii. In like 


manner, when the Apoſtle was at Epheſus, we don't 
find he directly ſpoke againſt, and reviled their God- 
deſs Diana. The town- clerk cleared him of this im- 
putation, when he told the people, to 5470 them, 
Theſe men are not robbers of churches, nor blaſphemers of 


your goadeſs, Acts xix. 37. He did not upbraid them 


with their idolatry, nor rail againſt their beloved, a- 
dored Diana, that might have exaſperated them, but 
as one that muſt declare the whole counſel of God; 


he preached the truth among them, and plainly told 


them, they were-no Gods which were made by hands. 
Nor could the divine eſſence be repreſented by corpo- 


real things, which was a word in ſeaſon, ſuited to the 


place and people, Acts xix. 26. 
- A regardherein 1s alſo to be had to particular perſons. 


The Apoſtle Paul ſhewed his great wiſdom and skill 


in this alſo, when he was called to preach unto Felix, 
and his Wife Druſilla, they heard him 3 
is th. - faith; 


(20) 

faith; but being well acquainted with their character, 
he lays hold of that opportunity, without naming the 
; perſons to reprove their vices: and he reaſoned with 
them of righteouſneſs and temperance, things they 
were moſt eminently defective in, and utter ; and 
to. He endeavours alſo to terrify and awaken their 
_  conſciences, by the ſevere: menaces of a judgment to 
come, when they and all men ſhould be called to a 
ſtrict account of all they had done in the body. Theſe 
were neceſſary and ſeaſonable truths, conſidering the 
perſons he had then to deal with 
The word is alſo to be delivered, fo as to ſuit parti- 
cular occaſions, providences and circumſtances of time, 
&c, as faſting and prayer on ſuch an occaſion as 
this, that hath now brought us together; or thankſgiv- 

ing for ſome national, or family, or perſonal mercies and 
ee There are truths that ſuit the ſeveral ages of 
men, youth and elder perſons. Circumſtances ; and theſe 
entward; ſuch as plenty or poverty, proſperity and ad- 
verlity : inward, es Rae pk Satan's temptation, or 
divine deſertions. Some things there are more eſpecial- 
y ſuited. to theſe; and he 3 the word aright, 
that endeavours as much as may be, to fit his diſcourſes 


hereunto. 


V. To handle the word aright is, to deliver it in 
2 proper manner, and in ſuch a way, as becomes. the 
holy and divine oracles. If am man ſpeak, (it is the 
Apoſtle Peter's direction) ler him ſpeak, as becomes the 
pracles of God, 1 Pet. iv. 2. He — not mean the 
out ward geſture and manner of his delivery; (though 
ſome regard ſhould be had to that too) but he intends = 
the matter ſpoken, and then the mamer of ſpeaking ; 
the oracles of God themſelves for the matter, and as 
becomes them for the manner; that is, with great faiths 
fulneſs, as thoſe that dare not accommodate themſelves 
to the humours, fancies, and paſſions of men, nor ſtu- 
dy to: pleaſe them, for then they would not be the 
fervants of Chriſt. With all plainnefs- and clearneſs 3 
not with the excellency of ſpeech ſexy ro 


| Een) 

of man's wiſdom, neat and trim phraſes, puerile flou- 

- riſhes, or high flown expreſſions. But then this is to 
be done with words of wiſdom, that though we are 
rude in ſpeech, the truth may not be expoſed to con- 
tempt by any uncourh, and indecent expreſſions, which 
tempt people to deſpiſe what they ought ro have in the 
higheſt veneration, - and provoke them to laugh, ar 3 
time and in a place, where, of all things, our buſineſs 
is to make tifem ſerious ; for we are to diſtinguiſh be» 
tween a gawdry of phraſes, and a decency of words, 
Again, to ſpeak as the oracles of God is, 1 
To ſpeak intelligibly and 3 that the 
meaneſt capacity may take in and underſtand what is 
faid. Some perſons, like canon mounted too high, 
ſhoot over peoples heads, get into the clouds and ſoar ſo 
high, that they loſe their hearers, and perhaps them- 
ſelves too. It is eaſy to amuſe the vulgar with ſome 
abſtruſe ſpeculations, and high flown notions, with an 
affected height of eloquence and learning, with ſwel- 
ling words of vaniry, that have no fixed nor deter- 
minate ideas. Theſe often admire what they really 
don't underſtand; but it is wrong to attempt it, ſince 
it only feeds a man's own vanity, and grati fies the peo» 
e's itching ears, but will never ſavingly profit them. 
3 To conclude this head, to handle the word aright is, 
* to deliver it with that warmth, holy zeal and fervor, 
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that gravity and ſeriouſneſs, that meekneſs and gentle, 
* neſs; and yet with that boldneſs and authority, with 
i ſuch evidence and demonſtration, as every way become 
| the facredoracls,  _ F 
ö I come now in the next placs 


Sescondly, To give the reaſons of this, and ſnew why it 
ought” to be the care of thoſe that divide the word, 
to do it aright „„ §˙ | 
I. The firſt reaſon is taken from the word itſelf, 
which is to be divided, There ought to be this care, 
becauſe it is that which God himſelf is the author of, 
and hath a peculiar intereſt jn: This word of truth 


/ ( NY ) ; 


is the word of God: it comes from the love, the 
kindneſs and wiſdom of God ; it 1s a revelation of the 
mind and will of God; it is a diſpenſation of the grace 
and favour of God; it is an act of. the Father's ſupream 


ſovereign authority, and juſtly claims our higheſt re- 
verence. We ought to ſhew a great regard to it, and 
be very careful in the handling it. Should we cor- 


rupt this word, daſh it, mingle with it our own inven- 


tions, pride, paſſions, wreſt and pervert it, ſo as to make 


it ſerve our own purpoſes ; ſhould we diſcerp and 
mutilate it; ſhould we in theſe, or any other crimi- 


nal inſtances, handle it deceitfully ; what muſt we 


be liable to, when we conſider whoſe word it is, and 


the ſtrict regards that are owing to it? This had a 


great influence upon the Apoſtle in the exerciſe of his 
- miniſtry ; and no ſmall comfort was it to him, to be 
able to ſay as he doth, We are not as many who corrupt 


the word of God, but as of ſmcerity 3 but as of God, in 


the ſight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt, 2 Cor. xi. 17. And 
again, We have renounced the hidden things of di ſboneſty, 


not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the word of God 


aeceitfully, but by manifeſtation of the truth, commending 


dur ſelves to every man's conſcience, 2 Cor. iv. 2. If any 
did corrupt the word of God, and handle it deceitful» 


ly, he never could come into their meaſures, but ap- 
proved himſelf faithful to him whoſe word it was, 
and who had put him in truſt with the Goſpel. 
II. Another reaſon is taken from the perſons among 
whom the word 1s to be divided ; it ought to be 
done aright, becauſe this is the moſt likely way to an- 
ſwer the end of the miniſtry upon the ſouls of men. 


When the word is fo divided, that ſometimes one ſort 


of food is cut out; and ſometimes another, the whole 
houſhold will then he ſerved, and every one have his 
proper portion, which is the duty, and will be the 
ſatisfaction of every faithful ſteward. * We then reach 
every perſon, and as near as'may be every caſe, not al- 


| ways feeding one fort of hearers, whilſt others are neg- 
lected and ſtarved, We are not always to dwell upon 
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one theme, as if all men had the fame taſte and reliſh, 
or the ſame capacities and apprehenſions, and there were 
not à variety of cafes to be conſidered by us, as there 
is a diverſity of gifts for that end beſtowed by Chriſt. 
All ſorts of food are not alike fo all men: that may 
be very agreeable to one, which is not ſo. another. 
Some are pleaſed with the rouſing awakening words of 
a Boanerges, when others are more taken with the ſoft 

and gentle ſtreins of a Barnabas. Nothing works up- 
on them, and inſinuates itſelf into their minds, like the 
ſoft” ſtreins of the Goſpel, the love of Chriſt, and the 
mercy of God. Some like a rhetorical way of preach- 
ing, which ſtrikes their paſſions, and warms their af- 
fections, when others are better pleaſed with a logical, 
rational and argumentative way, as that which . 


their judgment, and enlarges their underſtanding. 


Now when the word is rightly divided, all theſe are 
likely to be ſerved. Where the deſign riſes no higher 
than to reach the affections, without informing the 


judgment, and poſſeſſing the mind with a due ſenſe of the 


weight and reaſon of things, it moſtly proves evanid: and 
much zeal and heat, with little knowledge, will make 
very uncomfortable members of a religious ſociety: 
on the other hand, when our endeavour is not only 
to ſpeak to the paſſions of men, and get into their af- 
fections, but to let light into their underſtandings, 
they become not only warm and lively, but intelli- 
gent, judicious chriſtians, to the great comfort of thoſe 
' miniſters, by whom they are taught, and benefit of the 
ſociety to which they belong. When doctrinal truths 
are clearly unfolded to the underſtanding, and cloſely 
applied to the conſcience, that all may be reduced to 
practice, the word is rightly divided, and moſt likely 
to obtain its end on thoſe that hear it 
III. Another argument may be taken from the mini- 
ſters themſelves. It ſhould be their care to divide the 
word aright, becauſe _ wn oh 4 
1.) Hereby they ſhew themſelves workmen. Study to 
F 
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fink, that can turn his band to any part of his work; 
is diligent in it, and performs it well, as it ſhould be 
done; not as thoſe, who not being maſters of their buſi- 


neſs, go aukwardly about it, make bungling work of 

it, and do it by halves, but workman like. And 
how will they ſhew themſelves workmen, but by 
rightly dividing the word of truth ? By this it appears 
they are workmen indeed, men of skill and dexterity in 


their lacred calling; and then, | 


2.) They need not be aſhamed. He that underſtands 
his buſineſs, applies himſelf togit, and minds it, is nei- 
ther unskilful nor unfaithful in it, is like a good work- 
man, that needs not be aſhamed of his work when it 
is done, it rather redounds to his honour. Indeed the 
beſt and moſt skilful have too much cauſe to be aſham- 

ed before God, and deeply humbled upon the account 
of their manifold imperfections; they bluſh to think 
bow defective they are, even in their beſt performan- 
ces; and yet they will not be aſhamed, when they 
rightly divide the word, as if they were perſons Whol- 
1 unfit for their work, altogether unskilful and un- 
fai 


thſul, or ſlothful and careleſs in it, not re arding 


how eit is done; ſuch would indeed have cauſe to be 
2 when he that rightly divides the word need 
not be ſo. e 


= a Herely they approve themſelves to God, which is the 


higheſt our ambition ſhould carry us. Some labour 
to gain mens applauſe, by well turned and elegant pe- 
riods, a pointed ſatyr, or profound reaſoning; 5 
God's enge is better than their hum; therefore lays the 


Apoſtle, Ve labour whether of oh or abſent to he accept- 

ed of God, 2 Cor. v. 9. to have him ſay, Well done 
thou goed and faithful ſervant. He may approve of 
and accept our labours, though others, it may be, de- 


ſpiſe both them and us. And then, as a farther 


—— — —— 


T eaſon, 


— 
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4.) They will be clear of the blood of Al nen. This 
will yield them no ſmall comfort upon the review of 
their work, that though it is far from being ma 


and is pure from the blood of all men. 
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and compleat, they have been helped ſo to diſcharge 
their duty, as not to bring the blood of periſhing fouls 
upon their own heads. So it was to the Apoſtle, as 
you ſee in that appeal he made to the elders of Epheſus, 
when taking his leave of them; wherefore I take jon to 
record this day, that I am pare from the blood of all men, 


If any of them periſh; their blood is upon their own 


head; it don't lie at my door; none of them periſh 


through my default; I have delivered my own ſoul, 


for I have ſo divided the word, as to keep back nothing 
that was profitable; nor have I ſhunned to declare unto 


them the whole counſel f God, Acts Xxx. 26, 27. Happy 
the man, thrice happy the miniſter, that ſo divides the 
word of truth, as to ſhew himſelf a workman ; that has 


ho need to be aſhamed; that approves himſelf to God, 


_ Thirdly, As an imptovement of what has been ſaid, I 


ſhall now addreſs my ſelf in a few things both to mi- 


niſters and people. 


© 7. To miniſters. This ſhews us the greatrieſs and 
difficulty of the miniſterial work. It is not fo eaſy a 


thing, as ſome do imagine, to divide the word aright ; 
on the contrary, it is a work of great nicety and ex- 


actneſs, as is plain, if we conſider the many things we 
are to run through, the various caſes we are to ſuit, 
and the different perſons that are to be ſerved. How 


hard a province is this? who is ſufficient for it? he 


had need be a skilful workman, that is to divide the 
word ſo, as to give every perſon their proper portion, 
conviction and comfort, to whom they reſpectively 
belong, and to give this meat in due ſeaſon ; that hav- 


ing opened a wound, knows how and when it is fit to 


pour in oil to heal it. And then ſo to divide the word 


as to give every truth its due weight, to avoid all ex- 


treams, and fail ſo skilfully between them, as not to 


make ſhipwreck of the truth. Who is that wife and 


faithful ſervant | it is an eaſy thing to do this work in 
%%ͤö;Üd OG 
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. 
a ſuperficial manner, ſlightly and perfunQorily, but 
to do it workman like, is arduous and difficult. 
With regard to it, I would obſerve more particu- 
larly, this is a work, that hath its ſpring in the autho- 
rity, wiſdom, and grace of God himſelf. A diſpen- 
fation of his favour and mercy is therein committed 
FF pers of 4 „ 
It is a work of the greateſt importance to the ſouls 

It is that alſo of which we muſt give account at the 
4 CN ct Ee : 
It is a work that requires much skill and wiſdom, 
great diligence and application. Sh oo 
It muſt then be a work, ro which of our ſelves we 
JJͤ.: ———— 44 
But then, leſt all this ſhould diſhearten us, I add, 

It is a work, wherein we may look for, and expect 
all needful encouragement from Chriſt. His ſpecial 
| preſence; Lo I am with you abvays, to the end of the 
world, Matt. xxviii. 20. His gracious aſſiſtance, ſup- 
port, acceptance and ſucceſs, and in the end a glorious 
r dn 
# It is our great comfort we don't bear this burden 
Js ; N 
It was Fndah's complaint, I only allude to it; The 
firength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, Neh. iv. 10. 
This was the diſcouragement which the builders then 
lay under, and it is our complaint now. Our hands 

are weakened this day ! our. ſtrength fails ! our num- 
bers leflen ! we are weak by the removing ſo many act- 
ive leading men, ſtandard-bearers in their day; that 
were as he- goats before the flock; but let not this diſ- 
courage us; does Chriſt fail, is he diſcouraged ? if not, 
why ſhould we? 7. xlii. 4. He ſhall not fail, nor be 
PVC 
Let us not therefore be diſcouraged, by the difficulty 

of the work; our own inſufficiency for it; the o 
poſition of enemies; the ſlights and neglects of friends; 
che failing of the burden-bearers by 1 — or death, 
| | 2 2 8 "II - > Cs but 
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but be ſtrong and work, for I am with you, faith the Lord 9 
of hoſts. God will provide: he hath now done ſo for- 
you of this congregation, and may the Lord abun- 
dantly bleſs the proviſion he hath made for his Zion here. 
2. To the people. Do any ask what does the mini- 
ſters work or duty concern us? what is all this to us? 
I anſwer much every way. And to make this appear, 
ſhall I be allowed, my friends, to offer ſome things to 
thoſe, for whoſe ſake all this care is to be exerciſed ? 
in doing which, I ſhall uſe that freedom which I 
think becomes me, however it may be taken by ſome. 
Though it ſhould diſpleaſe, I ſhall have the ſatisfac- 
tion of having diſcharged my conſcience, and deli- 
vered my own ſoul ; for I ſeek not to pleaſe men. 

In the general then, if miniſters are concerned to 
divide the word aright, how much are you concerned 
to hear and receive it aright ? with what care then, 
with what reverence and godly fear ought you to at- 


tend upon it? )%%ͤ;ũ P Ä ant - 
How converſant ought you to be in, and with 
all the ordinances of worſhip which God hath appoint- 
ed? with what diligence ſhould you ſtir up the vari- 
ous powers and faculties of your ſouls, that you ma 
be able to conceive aright of, and apprehend the things 


that are delivered unto you from time to time? 


- 


With what readineſs of mind and ſubjection of foul 4 


ſhould you receive thoſe truths that are propounded 
to you? ſince without this, whatever care is taken b 
others to divide the ward aright, to you it 1s all loſt, 
But what I aim at more eſpecially, are the follow- 
ing particulars, which will conclude this diſcourſe. 
1. Then ſuffer your miniſters to divide the word 
aright ; don't hinder them in the doing that which is 
{ſo much their duty. If you ask, how can we hin- 
der them herein? I anſwer, various ways you either 
do it, or go about to do it. For inſtance, —_ 
- By being diſpleaſed with, and offended at their faith- 
Hulacs in decring the whole counſel of God, you 
8 2 


hinde 


( 28 . ) 


hinder them, as far as in you lies. The time will come, 


; ſays the Apoſtle, when men will not endure ſound 


— — N 


doctrine. They call ſome truths hard ſayings, and ask 


who can hear them? John vi. 60, 66. 


Others can't bear home cloſe preaching; they muſt 


be touched with a gentle hand; you muſt propheſy 


very ſmooth things to them, or they will fly in your 


nee, : rr 


And ſome can't bear any thing but what is juſt to 
their own mind. If the law be preached, though for 
Goſpel ends; if duties are preſſed, though from Go- 


ſpel eee ſome may be ſo weak as to cry out a- 


gainſt this, and condemn it as legal preaching.” And 
on the other hand, when the eternal, ſovereign, un- 
conditional love and grace of God is inſiſted on, o- 
thers may be ready to quarrel with it as a libertine doc- 


trine, that leads men to- fin, though the whole drift 


and deſign of it is to bring them to deny all ungodli- 
r oo ects or. 
; Theſe, ſays one of 1 preaching, are good 
honeſt things, plain an 


nd common, obvious to ever 
ones capacity: of another ſort of preaching, ſay ſome, 


this may ſtir the affections, but will never inform the 
judgment; it may make men warm and zealous, but 
leaves them 'weak and ignorant; as for themſelves, being 
perſons of ſuperior and more elevated underſtandings, 
they like none but ſublime preachers, that entertain 


them with: matters of deep ſpeculation, the profound 


myſteries. of the Goſpel, and abſtruſer points of Chri- 

ſtianity; when theſe very things ſome others may difs- 
like, are not at. all affected with, nor edified by, be- 
cauſe indeed what they don't-underſtand; ae 


Ld 


God's Will, that every truth have its weight, and eve- 


ry perſon their portion. He will have none fed, to 
the utter negle& of others; and conſider, what don't 
edify you may profit another; the things au don t - 
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| When all. chis, perhaps, is juſt as it ſhould be, the 
whole counſel of God muſt be declared; nothing ought. 
to be kept back, that is profitable to be known; it is 


i 


k 


(29) 5 
liſh may be very agreeable to another man's taſte; 
though on don't like them, he may. * l 
Again, you may hinder them herein, by your ſloth 
and non- proficiency under the word. And I, brethren, ſays 
the Apoſtle to the Corinthians, could not ſpeak to you as 
unto ſpiritual i. e. Chriſtians that had made any great profi- 
ciency in the ways of God, and arrived to any juſt 
degrees of perfection. But as unto carnal, not to 
grown men, but babes, and was therefore obliged to 
feed you with milk, and not with meat, for. hitherto ye were 
not able to bear it; neither yet are ye able, 1 Cor. iii. 1, 2. 
And to the ſame purpoſe he ſpeaks, Heb. v. 11, &c. 
Of whom we have many things to ſay, and hard to be_ut- 
ered, "ſeeing ye are dull of hearing, and are become ſuch 
as haue need of milk, and not of ſtrong meat. WM 
Buy ſuch things as theſe you may hinder miniſters 
from doing their duty, therefore watch againſt them, 
and allow them to begin with ſome, and lay the foun- 
dation; convince and awaken men to repentance, in 
order to their convefſion; and having ſo done, then 
to go on with the building, and carry you from the 
firſt principles of the oracles of God, to the deeper 
myſteries of the Goſpel, which will make you more 
perfect in knowledge. Suffer them to divide the 
word aright; it is laid upon them as their duty; they 
are obliged to do it; they muſt, and if they are faith- 
ful 2 ill do it, whether herein they pleaſe men or no; 
they can't elſe approve themſelves to God, nor be pure 
from your blood; they would not elſe be workmen; 
not good workmen; they would elſe be aſhamed, as 
not having done their work well, therefore don't 
hinder them in the doing it; let not their faithful- 
neſs herein be evil thought, or ſpoken of by. you; 
dom t condemn all preaching that is not juſt to your 
bathe. 888 
2. Be content in dividing the word, that others be 
ſerved as well as your ſelves. The word ſhould be fo 
divided, that every one may have his portion: be 
Willing then it ſnonid de 19. Engroß not all ro your 
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ves 


(38). | 3 
ſelves, as if none were to be ſerved but you; all can't 
be ſpoke to at once; have patience then while others 
are ſerved. Let ſaints ſit contentedly ſometimes to 
hear ſinners threatened and awakened; and ſinners hear 
the ſaints comforted; weak ones ſhould let the ſtrong 
have meat, and the ſtrong allow thoſe that are weak to 
have milk. 335 Pay = Os 
3. Make ſome good uſe of, and improve even thoſe 
things that more properly belong to others : ſtudy and 
leara this holy art -/{ Skill. Some think nothing 
worth their hearing that don't juſt ſuit their own 
caſe; and how ſhall ſuch be gratified, when there 
are almoſt as many minds and caſes as perſons. Some 
are for terror, others for comfort; ſome more for doc- 
trine, and others for duty; ſome for that which moves 
their affections, others for that which ſerves to inform 
their judgments, and if they don't meet with what 
exactly ſuits them, are apt to be offended, and ready 
to ask what is all this to me; I had as good have 
ſtayed at home: bur there is no truth that does not 
concern thee whoever thou art, and which if it is not 


my own fault, thou mayeſt not make ſome good 
uſe of, 3 


If thou art called into the fellowſhip of the Goſ- 
pel, and heareſt ſinners ſpoke to in a way of terror 
= their conviction ; if their danger and miſery be 
ſet before them; if theſe are threatned with death, 
wrath and condemnation ; make a good uſe of this, 


he dig ⅛ ' ³˙2ꝛ—ñ y os ER. OE 19 UD mW WW foou (0D. 


(3r) 


When babes and children are ſpoke to ie ted with. 


milk, let the ſtrong and more advanced believer im- 
prove what is ſaid to theſe weak and feebler chriſtians. 
Wel IJ remember the time when I was ſuch a one my 
ſelf; a meer novice in religion; what thanks do 


owe to God, that I am not ſo ſtill, but in ſome good 


meaſure have out- grown my former childiſhneſs, and 
need no longer milk, but can digeſt and feed upon 


ronger meat; though after all, I am far from havin 


attained, and have nothing to boaſt of ? and when the 


weak hear thoſe things, which are more fitted to the 


ſtrong, let this provoke them to alpire after the like 


attainments ; ſhame their ſloth and {lender progreſs in 
religion ; when I ſee and hear What others have attain- 


ed, it ſhews what I ought to be, and parhap —— 


have been long ſince, had I not been ſlothful and care- 


leſs, but preſs'd after the like attainments. This is 
our duty, and will be our wiſdom, ſince the word is 

to be ſodivided, to fetch in and gather up ſomething 
that may be for our own advantage, even from thoſe 

| truths that more directly point at others, and do not 

ſo immediately concern our ſelves. ae SY 


3 1 


4. In this daily diſtribution let every one take his 


own portion. Rightly to divide the word, is to give 
every one his portion, and rightly to hear the Vor is 
to zake every one his portion. Terror to whom ter- 
tor belongs, and comfort to whom comfort belongs, 


and not on the contrary, which yet is too common a 
caſe, ſo that the ſinner and hypocrite ſnatches the ſaints 
comfort, and ſincere fouls fall under the hypocrites 


terror; concluding, all that is faid for the detecting 
and awakening the former, is meant of, and belongs 
to himſelf. God fo orders it in the diſtribution: of 
ſpiritual food, that there ſhould be ſuitable proviſion 
for every one, and we had need be very careful in 


this matter, to underſtand what belongs to us, and 


accordingly take and apply the word to our ſelves. It 


will be our wiſdom, as it is our duty and intereft, not, 


to mifapply the word, and take that to our ans 
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which belongs to another, and refuſe that which pro- 
perly belongs to us. V 

J. Receive divine truths, according to their nature 
and importance. Learn from hence to lay the ſtreſs 
where it ought to be laid. Some things are eſſential 
to ſalvation, and of indiſpenſible neceſſity. If ye be- 
lieve not that I am he, ye ſhall die in your ſins. Except a 
nan be born again he cannot ſee the kingdom of God,; 
Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Mithout holi- 
neſs no man ſhall ſte the Lord. They that are in the fleſh 
cannot pleaſe God; ſo that we muſt be born again, and 
become new creatures; there is a neceſſity of it; theſe 
are the things on which the Scriptures have laid the 
great ſtreſs, and ſo ought we. Other things are not 
to be neglected; but theſe are more eſpecially to be 
regarded. Let us then watch againſt a falſe zeal, 
which is unevenly carried out towards things of a 
much inferior nature, while thoſe of far more import- 
ance are too much neglected. This was what our Sa- 
viour ſo ſeverely reproved and condemned in the Pha- 
riſees. Their enlarged phy lacteries ſhewed them great- 
ly concerned to have God's laws ſeen in their fore- 
heads, when they had little care to have them written 


in their hearts. They would by no means eat with 


unwaſhen hands, leſt they ſhould tranſgreſs the tradi- 
tion of the elders, while they took no care to have 
their natures changed, and their hearts purified by re- 
newing grace, but lived under the power of corrupt 

nature, in a direct contempt of the commands of God. 
They were very exact and punctual to a tittle, in 
obſerving ſome external rites and cuſtoms, as the Fews 
before them had been very inquiſitive about times, 
days and months, Zech. vi. 2, 7. They abounded in 


theſe ritual obſervances, things of a more minute con- 


cernment, while the much more ſubſtantial duties of 
religion were groſly neglected, and abſtained from 


ſome things which God did not forbid them, rather 


than from thoſe practices which he had expreſly in- 


terdicted. They tithed mint, aniſe and cummin, when 
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they neglected the weightier matters of the law, j udg - 
ment, mercy and faith; they ſtrained at a gnat, and 
ſwallowed a camel; made clean the outſide of the cup, 
but within were full of extortion and exceſs, Matth. 
xXxili. 23> 245 25. This is the certain note and ordinary 
guiſe of hypocrites; but the right handling the word 
is a direction to us in this matter; that teaches us to 
lay the ſtreſs upon things of the greateſt neceflity and 
importance, and to be leſs ſolicitous about things of an 
indifferent nature. „ 
Io conclude; when the word is rightly divided 
and heard, fo as to give and take every one his por- 
tion; when the fire is laid both by ſpeaker and hear- 
ers where it ought to be, and a regard is paid to all 
truths according to their weight and importance, fo 
that we are comparatively little ſolicitous about the 
lower and meaner things in religion, and principally con- 
cern'd about the eſſentials of chriſtianity, then is the 
word rightly received as well as divided, to the great 
comfort both of miniſters and people, and the honour 
of him whoſe word it is, to whom be glory inthe church, 
by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all ages, world without end. 


. y * F . Ne 
_ ec > 4 3 N RI * 3 . 2 bk 5 1 * 5 Iu * a 
- l Se Re ET 2 


. f z , ; : | 
* , ' þ * va 
« N . , * AN P | . / a 
. : 
q — , * 11 * ; , f 8 f 
[ > as * . ; | 
| : 
* — | | | | 
; 5 ; " = . ö 7 | e 
: : , g "uy — . ; ; | 
: 4 2 , 
* N N ; 
” ; 
* > a / N a 


WF ; 590 planted, Apollos watered, but 
Fo God gave the mcreaſe. 1 


places for all ſorts of wickedneſs and im- 
piety in the then heathen world; and yet 

out of this city, did God by the miniſtry 
u of his ſervant Paul, gather a church to him- 
ſelf, upon many accounts, one of the moſt eminent 
and conſiderable in the chriſtian world. This is evi- 
dent, from the many good things the Apoſtle ſays of 
them, That in every 1 they were enviched in all ut- 
terance, and in all knowledge, ſo that they came behind 
in no gift, 1 Cor. i. 5, 7. They abouuded in every thing 
(that was good) in faith, in utterance, in knowledge, in. 
all diligence and in love, 2 Cor. viii. 7. and yet they were 
far from being that perfect church they would be 
thought to be. There were many things among them 
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which deſerved reproof, and needed correction. If 
ſome of them were perſons of extraordinary and un- 
common attainments, the knowledge they had puffed 
them up, and ſwelled them with pride, made them 
wanton and factious, bred in them a fond conceit of 
themſelves, and too great a contempt of others. Now 
ye are full; nom ge are rich; nom you reign as kings, 
1 Cor. iv. 8, 10. We are fools for Chriſt's ſakes but ye are wiſe. 
And if ſome among them were perſons -that had a 
good meaſure of n others of them were babes 
and children in underſtanding. They had ſome very 
weak, childiſh perſons and things among them, and 
which was worſe, there was a great del of carnalit 
which diſcovered itſelf, ſo that the Apoſtle tells them, 
could not ſpeak_to you as to ſpiritual, but as unto carnal, 
as unto babes in Chriſt, 1 Cor. iii. 1, 3. How high 
ſoever they were in parts and gifts, they fell ſhort, 
and were very defective in the exerciſe of many gr:- 
ces, as appears by thoſe unnatural unchriſtian digla- 
diations, and fierce contentions, thoſe ſtrifes and envy- 
ings that were amongſt them, to the great ſcandal of 
chriſtianity ; upor the account of which, the Apo- 
ſtle appeals to them, themſelves being judges, whe- 


ther they were not carnal, and did not walk more 


like men than chriſtians, eſpecially of their attain- 
ments. And this diſcovered itſelf particularly in 
their conduct towards their miniſters; ſome they cri- 


ed up, and others they did as much run down. They .- 


' Cen_ idolized ſome, and made little Gods of them, 
while they nullified others, and made nothing of 
them; ſo partial and unequal were they in their re- 
ſpfets to them. They divided about three of the 
beſt preachers that ever lived upon earth. One glc- 
ried that he was of Paul, another that he was of A- 
pollos; and a third that he was of Cephas, 1 Cor. 
1. 12. Theſe contentions and running into par- 
ties, were great evidences of their carnality. The 
Apoſtle therefore chides and reproves them for 
theſe things as childiſh, and ſets hiniſelf to cure the 


— 8 
diſtemper. Every one muſt have his Paul, his Al. 
los, his Cephas di body eiſe will go down Aach 
them. Pray, ſays the Apoſtle, who is Paul? and who 
is. Apollos ?. were you baptized into their names? are 
theſe authors of your faith? are any of them more 
than miniſters by whom you believed? I indeed planted 
Jou, and Apollos watered vu, but if ever either he or 
J did you any good, it is owing to God, for he gave 
the increaſe. So that neither is he that planteth any 
thing, nor he that watereth any thing, Whatever you 
make of them. Neither the one nor the other is any = 
thing of himſelf; all of them put together are no- 
thing in the work of ſalvation without God; thus 

humbly, thus diminutively he ſpeaks of himſelf as 
well as Apollos. And theſe things, which I have now 
been ſpeaking. of about your partiality toward your 
miniſters, in over-valuing ſome, and under-rating others, 
I have transferred in a figure to my ſelf, and Apollos for 
jour ſakgs, that you might learn in ms not to think of 
men, above that which is written, that no one of you be 
pulfed up, for one againſt another, 1 Cor, iv. 6. The 
ſenſe of which is generally thought to be, that the 
Apoſtle conceals. the names of thoſe ambitious teach- 
ers about whom they really were divided, and fub- 
ſtitutes his own, and that of Apollos in their room 
as it were to take their diſgrace upon themſelves: To 
avoid every thing that might provoke and exaſperate, 
he makes himſelf and Apollos figures or types of thoſe. 
he intended, as if that agreed to them, which was 
only true of others; and he really meant others, when 
he named themſelves ; not as if they had ſet up him, 
or Apollos in this factious way, but under their names 
he repreſents how they ated towards others, But 
this is an interpretation, there are ſome that do by no 
means fall in with; nor is there, as they apprehend, the 
leaſt footſtep of a reaſon for it. The Apoſtle does 
not here reprove any falſe teachers; nor was there any 
mention made of them before; but he reproves the 


pop le 
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(37). 
people themſelves, who ſaid, I am of Paul, &c. He 
don't ſay, I have transferred theſe things for their ſakes, 
but for hour fakes, that on might learn in us, not to 
think of men above that which is written, that you 
might not ſet a higher rate upon any of your teachers, 
than what is meet, nor value your ſelves upon your 
relation to, or dependance upon one miniſter more than 
another, though it were my ſelf, or Apollon. And 
then the plain meaning is, he had uſed ſo low and 
humble a metaphor, as that of a husbandman's, or 
gardiner's planting and watering, to give them an ex- 
ample of humility, that they might not think any 
preachers of the Goſpel to be more than ſtewards, mi- 
niſters; and inſtruments, nor be puffed up one againſt 

another, for this or that teacher, or boaſt of their be- 
ing the admirers and followers of ſuch a one; for even 
I my felf am but a planter, and Apollos one that wa- 
tereth; it is God that gives all the increaſe. 8 
From which words I obſerve. 


_ - Obſſ r. There are ſome perſons, whoſe more eſpe- 
cial and appropriate buſineſs it is, to _ and carry 
on the work of God in the ſouls of men. It is 
here ſuppoſed, that there ſhould be ſuch a thing as 
planting and watering, in order to an increaſe ; and 
there muſt be ſome proper hand to do this. God hath, 
ſays the Apoſtle, committed to us the miniſtry of reconci- 
liarion. He makes uſe of the miniſtry of ſome men, 
to fave the ſouls of others. When he deſigned the 
converſion of Cornelius and his houſe, he ſend; an An- 
geb not to preach to him; he muſt not receive the 
Goſpel from his hand, but to bid him ſend for Peter, 
ho ſhould tell him hat he ought to do, Acts x. 5, God 
had much people in Corinth, and if he had fo pleaſed, 
could have called them immediately himſelf, or ſent 
an angel to them, but he rather makes uſe of the mi- 
niſtry of man, and therefore ſends Paul to plant them, 
and Apollos to water them. Of his own will he be 
. 0h | gets 
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rily by the miniſtry of that word, wherein the good- 
nels and wiſdom of God is evidently ſeen, . however 
it be deſpiſed by ſome as a needleſs and fooliſh inſtitu- 
tion; = it ought to be a great thing in our eye, as 
it is ſuch a ſtanding teſtimony to the kindneſs of God, 
and ſhews how willing he is men ſhould come to the 
knowledge of the truth. $51 day 


Ob. 2. God furniſhes thoſe whom he thus em- 
ploys, with a variety of gifts, and theſe in very dif- 
ferent degrees, for the carrying on this work and de- 
ſign of his in the world. Some perſons by the ſpe- 
cCial ordination, and at the pleaſure of God, are deſign- 
ed for planting, and others for watering. I have 

' Planted you, and Apollos watered you. This is not a mere 

figurative repreſentation, but a matter of fact. God 


aid to Paul in a viſion, I have much people in this 


city, Adds xviii. 10. Lord, might he have thought 


a people in Corinth! one of the moſt infamous places 


in the world 2 yes» ſays God, in this city, as 


lewd as it is, I have much people, many that belong 
to the election of grace. Some of God's people may 
lye in places, where we leaſt expect to find them. 
T hither therefore Paul is {ent to gather in this people. 


It is g d labouring, where there is like to be a large 


harvelt. After theſe things Paul departed from Athens, 
and went to Corinth, Acts xvii. 1. He was ſent to 
break ground, and begin a good work among them. 
He fuld reached the Goſpel to them, and ſowed the 
good a of the word in that city: he laid the foun- 


dation of a chriſtian church there, and converted 


them to the faith, Many of the. Corinthians hearing, 


believed, and were baptized, ver. 8. This work he was 
more eſpecially deſigned and fitted for; I have 


planted. 


Then comes another, and he waters what the former 


had planted ; and this was Apollos, a man eminently fit- 


ted 
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water. 


„0 d 
tec for that work. Paul was to bring thoſe in that 
were without, and Apollos to build thoſe up that were 
brought in. He was diſpoſed to paſs into Achaia, 


+; > 1 


God having inclined his mind that way; and the bre- 
thren wrote to the diſciples that were at Corinth, ex- 


horting them to receive him, Alls xviii. 27. Xix. I. 


They at Epheſus had a great loſs in being 08 of 
c 


his labours, but did not grudge the diſciples in 
Achaia, and particularly at Corinth, the benefit of them, 


but approved his ee of going thither, and re- 


commended both him and his labours unto them; 


for though the churches are many in themſelves, they 


are one in Chriſt. Paul had ſet the wheel a going at 
Corinth; many were ſtirred up and prevailed upon by 


his preaching to embrace the faith; theſe young con- 


verts needed to be confirmed and carried on in religi- 


on, but after a ſtay of near two years he muſt leave 


them, being called to the ſame work elſewhere. In 
this vacancy there was a fair occaſion for 4pollos to 


Rep in and water, what the other had planted ; and 


it is faid, He helped them much ho had believed through 


race, ver. 27. One had begun a good work, the 
other carried it on. Paul was their father, as he tells 


them, Though you have ten thouſand inſtructors in Chriſt, 
yet not many fathers; but I have begotten you through | 
the Goſpel, 1 Cor. iv. 15. They were made chriſtians 


by his miniſtry ; he was the great inſtrument of their 


new birth, and ſo was their ſpiritual father, and they 
his beloved ſons. Apollos was their nurſing father; 
he, as it were, brought them up, LOBES and e- 
ſtabliſned them, ſo that they were both in their way 
excellent miniſters, and of eminent ſervice in the 
church of God, one to - plant, and. the other to 


0½ z. All that theſe can do, whatever their gifts 
are, is to plant and water. They are, at beſt, but in- 
ſtrumental means, not efficient cauſes of mens believ- 
bs | — | ing; 


(40) 


g; no authors of their faith, only miniſters. by 
Wes they believe. The words of the wiſe, ſays So- 
lomon, are as. goads and as nails faſtned by the maſters 
A aſſemblies, 1. e. prophets, paltors, teachers, mini- 

fters, and holy men of God; their words are as goads 
to the ox, as they prick forward that dull and ſluggiſh 
animal, and make him mend his pace, ſo theſe excite 
and ſtir us up to our duty, when we are flothful and 
remiſs; and as nails are faſtned in a ſure place, theſe 
are deſigned to fix perſons in that which is gqod, 
when they are wavering and uncertain. Theſe nails 
are ſaid to be faſtned by. the maſters of aſſemblies ; 
which tells us, there have been and muſt be aſſemblies 
for religious worſhip ; that theſe were of antient date 
and a vine inſtitution, for the honour of God, and 
the good of mankind. That there are maſters of theſe 
aſſemblies, not to lord it over them, but to lead and 
guide them, to go in and out before them, to preſide 


1 


ot, 


among them, to be God's mouth to them, and their 


mouth to God ; theſe are to faſten the word in a ſure 
place, and drive it as a nail to the head. But God 
8 not laid it upon them to do this of themſelves, 
and by any power of their own. Theſe maſters are 


given by one ſhepherd, and he that gives them muſt 


proſper them; or the truths and words themſelves, 


Which are as goads and nails, are given oy one ſhep- 
herd, and he whoſe words they are mult give them 
their virtue, or the wiſeſt and beſt furniſhed maſters 
will never be able to faſten them in a ſure place, or 
drive the nails to the head, Eccleſe xii. 11, They can 
but plant and water, . 28 1 


God never put more upon them than this. He 


don't require the ſucceſs and increaſe at their hands; 
he never laid it upon them as conditions of their ac- 
ceptance and reward, that they ſhould of themſelves 
convert ſinners to him, and perſuade men to be re- 
conciled, any farther than as inſtruments, 7 718 


It 
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Nor is it im their power to do more than this. 


There is not ſtrength fufficient in any human arm to 
faſten theſe nails in the hearts of men. It is not with- 
in the compaſs of any created power to turn one ſin- 
ner to God. Were angels themſelves to be conſtant 
preachers in our aſſemblies, they could not with all 


. mouth, it ſhall, not return to me void, but accompliſh 


at which I pleaſe, and proſper” in the thing whereto 1 


— 4 - * 


their hearts are all in his hands; to turn them as the 


rivers of water. He works upon the mind, and en- 
lightens the underſtanding ; ſends the word atmed 
with his own power, in the day whereof he makes a 
willing people ; after which he gives the vigour of 
grace to gtow up in faith and holineſs, which is in- 
tended by his 1 | eas | 


va 


fs to the ſpirits of men, and 


The 
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The improvement of what hath been ſaid, to which 
I now proceed, will give us a fair occaſion for ſome 


followin 8 * ferences an directions. 


Inf. 1. It is a great inſtance of divine goodneſs, 
and a ſingular mercy to a people, when God ſends 
miniſters to plant and water them. Little do we con- 
ſider, what a treaſure is committed to us in the mi- 
niſtry and ordinances of the Goſpel. It is an invalu- 


ble bleſſing, wherever it is vouchſafed. As ſuch the 


Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of it, when he ſays, He hath ſhewed his 
word unto Jacob, and his judgments to Iſrael; he hath 
not dealt ſo with any nation, Plal. cxlvii. 19, 20. Such 


it was to Corinth, whither God firſt ſent the Apoſtle 


Paul to begin, and then Apollos to carry on a good 
JJ... ĩ ³ ðꝙD 
Miniſters are and muſt be called off their ſervice ; 


there is a limited duration, within the compaſs of 


Which their work lies; they muſt not always labour 
and never reſt. You have lately had an inſtance of 
this among your ſelves; being deprived of one b 
death, that planted and watered you, and to hol: 
labours among you, God gave a more than ordinary 
ſucceſs. It is your mercy under this afflicting pro- 
vidence, that God hath now given you another pa- 
ſtor, and I truſt, one after his and your heart to enter 
upon the labours of the former, to plant ſome anew, 
and water what was planted before. To have ſuch 
miniſterial labours beſtowed upon us, to plough up the 
fallow ground, throw in the ſeed, and water it when 
that is done, is an act of the meer grace of God, and 
a ſingular mercy to any people. VV ; 


Inf. 2. This tells us the painfulneſs and labour of 
the miniſterial work. It is an office that calls men to 


pho and water, and that without ceaſing ; this is la- 
ur even to wearineſs. The Apoſtle at one time 
talks of it in the ſtyle of a builder. Ne are God's build. 


8 
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ing, 1 Cor. iii. 9. and according fo the grace | of God 


given me, I as a wiſe maſter builder have laid the foun- 


dation. There are others, whoſe work it is to build 
upon this foundation; this being well and carefully 
S lad, the ſuperſtructure muſt be carried on with all 
diligence, only let him that builds upon this founda- 


tion, take heed what he lays thereon; and ſee that it 


be gold, ſilver, and precious ſtones ; not wood, hay 
and ſtubble. The text leads us ro another alluſion, 
and that is, the husbandman's calling. 7 are God's 
husbandry; and miniſters are as his husbandmen. The 
former metaphor ſhews, that the work of the mini- 
{try requires a good degree of skill and underſtanding, 
leſt we be fooliſh builders ; the latter tells us, what 
labour and pains it requires. The husbandman's is 
a painful laborious calling; there is no room for ſloth 
and idleneſs ; he muſt either be ploughing, or ſowing, 
N reaping, ever planting, or watering; his life is a 
conſtant toil: this ſhews the painfulneſs and labour 
of the work. Chriſt's miniſters are to take pains not 
_ torake line von theme? 7 ons ne ne 


If. z. This leads us to reflect upon our own in- 
ſufficiency, and from thence to ſee the neceſſity of 
an entire dependance upon God's aſſiſtance and bleſ— 
ſing. Is this the work to which we are called ? fo. 
difficult, ſo laborious! how natural then is ſuch a re- 
flection? who is ſufficient for it? where is the skill. 
the wiſdom, and. furniture neceſſary hereunto? the 
beſt qualified and moſt able miniſters, will have, and 
: _ to have, a juſt ſenſe of their own inſufficiency, 
an 

are too prone to do) in the ſtrength of their own 
gifts and preparations, but with a dependance upon 
God for his preſence and bleſſing. Paul and Apollos 


not go forth to their work, (which yet we 


could do nothing without God. Who then are we ? 
and what can we do of our ſelves ? you, my good 
brother, ought to enter upon your work in this place, 
deeply ſenſible hereof. OE 
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If 4. This adminiſters occaſion for great thought- 
fulneſs, and ſolicitude of mind, as to what has been, 
or will be the ſucceſs of our lahours. The husband- 
man's is a careful, as well as a laborious and painful 
calling. He ploughs, he ſows, he plants and waters, 
and all this in hope, but not without fear. He 
is often full of care, and hath many thoughts what 

harveſt he ſhall reap, Whether he ſhall receive his 
ſeed with advantage, and enjoy the fruit of all his 
labour ; he knows not which ſhall proſper, his morn- 
ing or evening ſeed; this, or that, both alike, or 


neither. This is applicable to ſpiritual husbandmen; 


155. plant and water in hope, but with much fear. 
They ſow their ſeed in the morning, and in the eve- 


ning do not with-hold their hands, not knowing 


whether this or that ſhall proſper, and not without 


ſome fear and trembling, leſt all this, as to many at 


leaſt, ſhould be in vain. I was, ſays the Apoſtle to 
theſe Corinthians, ang pon in weakneſs, and in fear, and 
in much trembling, 1 ( 

thought of a fruitleſs miniſtry. Though he was told, 
God had: much people in that city, and he was ſent 
thither on purpoſe to gather them in; and tho! he took 


the moſt likely way to have his miniſtry rendred ef- 


fectual; for ſays he, I determined not to kyow any thing 
among you, ſave TFeſns Chriſt, and him — and 
my ſpeech and mn preaching as. not with enticing words 
of man's wiſdom, but in the demonſtration of the ſpirit, and of 
power, V. 4. Vet he tells them, I was with you in weak- 


neſs and in fear, &c, leſt after all he ſhould miſmanage 


his truſt, and any, thing on his part ſhould hinder 
the ſucceſs of the Goſpel, and obſtruct the courſe of 
his miniſtry, ſo that as to many of them he ſhould 
labour in vain, and ſpend his ſtrength for nought. 
None know. the fears and trembling of poor mini- 
ſters; they are conſcious to themſelves of their own 
Weakneſs and inſufficiency ; ſenſihle that all their 5 


{ 
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of heart, for what God ſends them to 
will he go with us, when we go forth to plant and 
Water? ſhall we come to them in the fulneſs of the 
bleſſing of the Goſpel? will God honour us fo far as 
to make us inſtruments of good to the ſouls of thofe 


- Tas 3 
ceſs depends upon the divine pleaſure and bleſſing, and 
can't be without their fears, leſt by any falſe ſteps and 


miſconduct of theirs, God ſhould be provoked to leave 
them to themſelves, and with-hold th 

bleſſing; ſo that they ſhould not profit the people 
at all, nor ſee any increaſe of their planting and wa- 
tering, but all their time and pains ſhould be loſt, and 

to no ſaving purpoſe : this, of all things, would be 


at ſo neceſſary a 


| 3 and afflicting to them. Sad it would be to 


plant and water, and nothing come of it. Such an 


account from thoſe that watch for ſouls, could not 


be given up to God, but with the utmoſt grief, 


Erb. xiii. They are fearful for themſelves, knowing 


how inſufficient they are; jealous over fouls with a 
godly jealouſy, knowing how precious they are, and 
in what danger of being loſt, There are 1 L 

ch a people; 


among whom we labour? will God give the increaſe ? 
ſhall I fee the fruit of my labour? or will it be in 
vain? am I employed, where he would have me to 


| be? can I reaſonably expect and hope for his bleſ- 
ſing ? for want of this, how many prayers and fer- 
mons are loſt 2 and what numbers of ſouls periſh 2. 


God in righteous judgment with-holds the bleſſing ; 


his ſpecial faving power is not put forth; his arm is 


not revealed; reports then are not believed; and 
the word which was defigned for life, proves a fa- 
vour of death unto death, and they are with a 1 * 
in fear and much trembling, leſt this ſhould 1 ie 


\ Hef. 5. Then we ſhould not be partially addicted 


to, and fond of any one miniſter, to the deſpiſing of 
others, This was the fault, which the Apoſtle here 
6 2 | | | 
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ſets bimſelf to correct. One faid, I am of Paul, his 


follower and admirer: he is a deep, ſublime, evangeli- 
cal preacher ; warm and zealous in the defence of the 


Goſpel; a great aſſerter of irs doctrines; one that rea- 


ſons ſtrongly and clearly. Profound Payl / I care 


to hear no other; there is none like him. Another 
ſaid, I am of Apollos; he is a man fervent in Spi- 
rit, and mighty in the Scriptures, Acts xix. 24, 25. 
full of divine ſight and heat, of divine knowledge and 
affection; he preaches as one in earneſt, and whoſe 
heart is in his work; he is moreover an eloquent man, 


a maſter of language, one that has a great command 


of words, a fine orator, a charming preacher, having 


a tuneable voice, and a moſt agreeable delivery; his 


tongue is tipp'd with ſilver, he ſpeaks like an orator, 
ea an oracle, fully, fluently, pertinently, having 


words at will; he has a moſt pleaſing, powerful, con- 
vincing way of talking; I am therefore for Apollos. 
So among us, inſtead of being thankful for that large 
ſupply of miniſters we are bleſſed with, and the en- 


dowments of them all in their way, and endeavouring 
to reap advantage from their mutual labours, we vain- 
ly glory in men, ſet them up above, and even againſt 


one another, and run into parties for their ſakes. I 
am for ſuch a one, his tongue is well hung, his lan- 


uage fine, and his delivery graceful; he talks off 
1 5 and without book; or for ſuch a man, he talks 
profoundly, reaſons. cloſely, demonſtrates clearly, han- 
dles an argument well; or for ſuch a one, he inter- 
prets ſolidly, and then applies with great warmth and 
affection, comes home and cloſe to the conſcience ; 
or for another, becauſe he confutes error with great 
zeal and judgment, contends earneſtly for the faith, 
is valiant for the truth, and zealous in God's cauſe, 


when others are cold and lukewarm; he is a ſtanch, 
orthodox man, and heartily ſubſcribes to the truth. 


I am for none but ſuch men as theſe. Well, ſays 


another, I don't like theſe angry, hot men ; they. have 


f 


1 


too much fire for me; I am for men that have more 
temper and moderation, that aſſert their chriſtian li- 
berty, and wont be impoſed upon by others; I don't 
like him the worſe, but the better for refuſing what 
they would require of him, who had no authority to 
do it, and indeed don't much care to hear any others. 
I would not be thought by all this to ſuppoſe, that 
one miniſter may not be juſtly preferred to another. 
God puts greater honour upon 455 than others; he be- 
ſtows upon them more eminent gifts, makes them 
taller by the head and ſhoulders al many of their 
| brethren, vouchſafes to them more abundant meaſures 
of his ſpirit, and gives much greater ſucceſs to their 
labours, than to many others, It 1s 1 doubt alſo, 
that perſons may have a more particular affection and 
reſpect for ſome miniſters than others, and be al- 
lowed to have them higher in their eſteem and value. 
Their gifts are more accommodated and fitted to their 
taſte and genius; or they have been made of great- 
er uſe to them than any others; they have many in- 
ſtructors, but theſe have been their fathers; they have 
begotten them again through the Goſpel, which endears 
to them their perſons and miniſtry, and they muſt be 
allowed to have a ſuperior reſpect to theſe. Such a 
preferring one to another, wall 8 unavoidable in ſuch 
a city as this, where there 1s ſo great a variety of gifts. 
F (+ indeed, it is well for us it is ſo, that all are not 
for one man, or one ſort of preaching; as it is our hap- 
pineſs there is ſuch a diverſity of gifts from one and 
the ſame ſpirit, for different taſtes and attainments. 
The fault then here reproved, is the ſo preferring one, 
as to neglect and deſpiſe others, When the abilities 
of ſome are cried up to the contempt of others; 
when you are puffed up ſor one againſt another, 
magnify one and vilify another. This evil pro- 
ceeds farther, and has very bad effects; miniſter is 
oppoſed to miniſter, which might ſer them at vari- 
ance, and breed mutual emulation, as rivals and com- 
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petitors for the people's favour, which would produce 
475 ſtrife and . e ſo liable are MN beſt 
things in the world to be corrupted through the luſts 
This was the fault the Apoſtle found with them, 
and the thing he blamed them for, their having mens 
perſons ſo much in admiration ; this ſhewed they' were 
carnal, very carnal, and by a variety of arguments, 
by many creature abaſing, and God exalting queſti- 
ons, he ſets himſelf to cure this evi _ 


o 


Mo is Paul, and who is Apollos, about whom you : 


thus contend? V. 5, He puts a ſlight upon himſelf 
and other miniſters, that God might have the glory, 


' Whoſe is the power. They are but miniſters by 
whom ye believed; they are miniſters but not faviours, 
the inſtruments, but not authors of your faith; think 


not therefore above what is meet of any of them. 


Again, their ſucceſs is as the Lord gave to every man, 
V. F. ſo that you ſhould not boaſt of their gifts, nor 


make parties upon that account. The inſtrument can 
do nothing without the hand to uſe it. 


It is true, I have planted, Apollus watered, but Who- 


ever does this, whether your admired Paul or Apollos, 


it is God that gives the increaſe, V. 6. ſo that all 


theſe you contend about of themſelves are nothing; 
neither is he that planteth any thing, nor he that Wa- 
tereth any thing, but God that giveth the increaſe, 
V. 7. they have nothing but what they have re- 
ceived, and can do nothing but as they ate ſuc- 
FTͤheſe again are all one, V. 8. Now he that plameth, 
and he that watereth are one. In ſome things they 
may differ, but in this they are all agreed, according 
to the beſt of their capacities, to ſerve the intereſt of 
their common Lord. They are one in their work, and 
therefore ought not to be divided among themſelves. 

They ſerve one maſter, and if they are faithful, purſue 
- | lie and the ſane defig oo oo Net 
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Once more, he tells them, theſe are all theirs. 
I Cor. iii. 23. Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
all theſe are yours. You need never contend about 
them, they are all for the common benefit, and ad- 
vantage of the whole Church; profound Paul, elo- 
quent Apollor, and ſolid Cæphas. Therefore how- 
ever they might value themſelves upon this, as if 
it were an attainment, the Apoſtle tells them, in 
this they walked as mei. Whatever they 
thought of it, there was much more of the 
mam than the 'chriſtian in it, therefore let no man 
E glory in men; which brings us in the ſecond place 
to the following direftions. © 
I. Let miniſters then give diligence in their work, as 
ever they expect God ſhould give the increaſe of it. 
Apollos' ipake', and taught Alfgenth the things of 
God, As: xviit. 25. The more | laborious the 
calling, the greater pains are required. | Be wholly 
en in theſe hin s, fays the Apoſtle to 77. 
'mathy-; give. thy {elf to meditation, ſtudy and 
prayer, ſo doing tho ſhalt ſave thy ſelf, and them 
that bear thee, 1 Tim. iv. 15, 16. Plant, water, 
ſow thy ſeed in the morning, and in the evening 
with-hold not thy hand. Rather let it be "Bald: 
1 want ſubceſs than diligence; and am unprofit- 
able, than ſlothful and difbbedient. Herein we per- 
form our part, and do what lies upon us; and it 
will be our great comfort, when leaving this world. 
to have conſcience teſtify to our ſincerity herein, 
that we have endeavoufed to fulfil our miniſtry, 
and profit the ſouls 'commitred to our care; where- 
as, at ſuch a time eſpecially, how ſhall we be able 
to bear the reproaches of our own conſciences, when 
they tell us we aſcended the pulpit rather to ſhew 
our own wit, and learning, vent our'paſſion, to pleaſe 
n fancy, promote 'a party, or advance ur Fes ; 
F e 
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thaf to profit the people, and fave the ſouls of 


men? 


| II. Let the people then endeavour to profit; | 


that is their duty. Be not fatisfied that you are 
under the miniſtry of one, who ſhines and burns 
beyond others; you may do this rather for your 
credit than your profit; and boaſt, as theſe 
Corinthians did, I am of ſuch a one, to be thought 
wiſer than others, in - the choice of ſo learned and 
celebrated a miniſtry, and fall into a ſecret con- 
tempt of others, as men of much inferior attain- 
ments. Remember your account for this will be ſo 
much the greater, and ſo much the ſadder too, if 


ſuch ſignal advantages are not anſwered by a ſuit- 


able improvement. It will be ſad to be caſt into 
hell at laſt, for not profiting by theſe uncommon 


helps, after we had been exalted up to heaven by the 


enjoyment of them. 


3 | 


„ Implore this increaſe, both miniſters and 


people; water the ſeed that is ſown, with prayers 


and tears. Since God makes uſe of chem to plant 


and water, they ought moſt earneſtly to concern 
themſelves herein, and be very intent upon carry- 
ing on this ſaving deſign; and ſinceafter al their care, 
the ſucceſs depends entirely n God's bleſſing, 
it behoves them to be very ſerious as well as fre- 


quent in their addreſſes to him, for this increaſe. 


Does all depend upon this? is it God that gives 
it? ſhall we not then ask it of him? what have we 
to do but beſiege the throne of his grace with 

ſtrong cries and earneſt requeſts, that he would lend 


his hand, and command a bleſſing? for when the 


hind of the Lord is with us, many. will believe and 


turn to the Lord, Aclsxi. 21. 


 Sirs, what elſe are we doing this day? is it not 


our profeſſed deſign, ſolemnly to invocate God on 


the 
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the behalf of him, that is now come to plant and 
water in this place &; that he would be preſent with 
his ſervant, command his bleſſing on his word and 
ordinances, give farther ſucceſs, and freſh teſtimo- 
nies to the word of his grace; that he would pre- 
ſerve the peace and purity of this church, eſtabliſh 
them in the truth as it 1s in Jeſus, promote their 
growth and increaſe in grace and holineſs, and cauſe 
them to abound in all the fruits of righteouſneſs? 
and how reaſonable, that what is done in this pub- 
lick manner, ſhould be our daily exerciſe in pri- 


vate? how often does the great Apoſtle beſpeak 


the prayersof the meaneſt chriſtiaus for himſelf and his 
fellow labourers ? Brethren pray for us, I beſeech you 


for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and for the love of 


the ſpirit, that you ſtrive together with me, in your 
m- to G > for me. "The greateſt of Ee 
ſters may be helped by the prayers of a plain 
honeſt chriſtian. The Apoſtles were very ſenſible 
of this, and therefore begg'd the people to pray for 
them; we have a great work upon our hands, 
for which we have no ſufficiency as of our ſelves; 
we are nothing; we can do, we ſhall be nothing 


of our ſelves; we ſhall not ſave one ſoul; our mi- 


niſtry will be a deadly favour to thoſe that artend 
it, unleſs God give it a vital breath. We are but 
inſtruments, and what can-theſe do without a hand 
to uſe them? we can but plant and water, God 
only can give the increaſe; oh therefore pray for 
this; beg it at his hands; I obteſt it by all that 
is ſacred and valuable for our ſakes, for your own 
ſakes, yea for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's fake, and 


for the ſpirit's ſake, if you have any love to the 


Lord Jeſus, any regard to and concern for him, 
his intereſt, his kingdom and glory; if you have 
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ever experienced the love of the ſpirit, and would 
return your love to him, don't fail to pray 


, gun . * " 0 
a 4 F. 
* 2 & ond 
171 
— 14 


IV. If one plants and another watereth, then 
Et us rejoice in each others ſucceſs, The Apoſtle 
Paul had' planted at Corinth; after him comes Apollos, 
and he waters what his predeceſſor had planted ; 
he was not uneaſy that pollos entred upon his la- 
bours, nor grudged the ſucceſs he had in water- 
ing, but went to his work the more chearfully at 
Epheſus, knowing ſuch an excellent man as Apollos 
was got to Corinth, to carry on what he had be- 
555. Some of them would have ſet him up a- 

ove Paul, and made him the head of a party a- 
gainſt him; but notwithſtanding this, he had no 
jealouſy of him as his rival, nor any uneaſineſs at 

the people's eſteem of him; they were both 
employed by one maſter, and engaged in the fame 
deſign, and therefore would rejoice in each others 
ſucceſs. It ſhould pleaſe us that our maſter's work 
goes on, whatever hands he employs in the doing 
it; and make us glad the word proſpers and is ſuc- 
reeded, whether we are more or leſs inftru- 
mental in it. Let it be no uneaſineſs to us, that 
there are others, who can do the Lord's work 
better than we can, and are ſo much own- 
ed in it beyond what we are: we ſhould be con- 
tent to be eclipſed, if Chriſt do but ſhine the bright- 
er; if he encreaſes it is enough, though we decreaſe, 
O that there were ſuch a ſpirit among us. 7 


V. Whatever our ſucceſs is, let God have the 
glory of it. It muſt be mighty pleaſing to miniſters, 
when they find themſelves much followed, and taken 
great notice of ; the people flock to them in mul- 
titudes; their labours are remarkably ſucceeded ; 
the church is increaſed, and numbers are daily f 
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ded to it by their means; but under ſuch a flow 
of ſucceſs, there is great need to watch their own 
ſpirits, leſt they ſhould be vainly puffed up in 
their own minds, and arrogate that to themſelves, 
which belongs alone to God. This brings to mind 
what is related of Pope Aarian, who having e- 
rected at great expence a noble college at Lonvain, 
caus'd it to be written in letters of gold at the en- 
trance into it, Utrecht planted, there he was born; 
Louvain watered, there he was educated; Cæſar gave 
the increaſe; by his means he was of a preceptor 
made a cardinal. One to correct the vanity of the 
man, writ underneath, here God did nothing. This 
was very different from the Apoſtle, who, when 
he tells them, I have planted, Apollos watered, and 
a great increaſe there was and a rich harveſt, acknow- 
ledges it all came from God, and he ſhall have the 
glory of it. E Ml oe foe 99. 


To conclude; if any are made great uſe of, and un- 
der their miniſtry the blind and ignorant are enlight- 
ened, and led into the way of ſalvation; the ſecure 
are awakened; the heedleſs and unthinking are rou- 
ſed to a ſenſe of their danger; prophane and un- 
godly ſinners are turned from their evil ways to 
God; in a word, if wandring and loſt ſheep are 
brought into Chriſt's fold, and thoſe brought in 
are built up; if deluded and miſtaken ſouls are re- 

| duced, and brought again into the way of truth; 
if weak and doubting conſciences are reſolved; if 
mourners ih Zion and diſconſolate fouls are revived 
and comforted, others are not to look upon them, 
as though by their own power or holineſs they 
had wrought ſuch cures on the ſouls of men; nor 
ſhould they look upon themſelves, as if by their 

ſuperior wiſdom and learning they had performed 
theſe mighty things; they will not take the ho- 
nour of all this to themſelves, but carefully tranſ- 
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mit it to God, to whom of right it belongs. 
How much ſoever they excel others in gifts and 
grace, they never make the word effectual by any 
power of their own. There are many ſouls in 
whom all this planting and per. is to no ſav- 
ing purpoſe ; if it be of any real advantage to o- 
thers, it is God that makes it ſo. Paul plants, A. 
pollos waters, but it is God that gives the increaſe ; 
to him therefore be all the glory, now, and for 
ever. Amen. & e „ e 
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